
October 15, 2015 at 7:23 PM 
Spirit of Giving is Alive and Well in CR 

 
To: List serv 
cc: All users; Board Members 
 
Dear CR School Community- 
 
What an amazing community we have here in CR!  Without a doubt, one of the very positive early 
impressions that has been made on me is an impressive and unwavering spirit of giving, generosity, and 
care for others’ well-being.  Our students are doing amazing things to help others, and so are our adults 
and our whole community.  You’ll get a certain sense of these efforts by reading today’s update, though 
these examples are merely representative of many others that occur throughout CR: 
 
Student-led Coat Drive: 

Yazan Barouki is a Newtown Middle School student and is from Syria.  His uncle has put 
together an organization to help with the Syrian refugee crisis.  Yazan came up with the idea to 
have a winter clothing drive as the weather will be getting colder and colder, so NMS has 
decided to place boxes in the front lobby of the school.  His uncle will take care of shipping the 
clothing to Syria.  Yazan would like to offer the following thoughts to our community: "As the 
winter and the cold weather approaches us, it is also approaching in the Middle East. In Syria, 
many people are fleeing the country to safety. They are known as refugees. These refugees are 
living outdoors, and when the winter hits they will be freezing to death. My name is Yazan and I 
am from Syria and it hurts me to watch people from my own country suffer like they are. So 
check your closets for any winter clothing like jackets, hoodies, hats, gloves, etc. You could also 
buy new clothing to donate. Drop them off at NMS and we will pack it up and sent it to them in 
a couple of weeks. Thank you.”   

 
 
 
 



ANXIETY: How to Help Your Child Cope with Stress: Tuesday, October 20th (two related documents are 
attached): 
On Tuesday, October 20th at 7:00 p.m., Dr. Katherine Dahlsgaard, a well-known psychologist from CHOP, 
will lead a discussion on anxiety issues and how parents can help their kids learn to deal with stress in a 
healthy way. This event is being held at the CR North High School auditorium and is FREE and open to 
the public with time for Q&A at the end.  This is the first program of this year’s Raising Great Kids 
Speaker Series presented by the Council Rock Education Foundation (CREF) and the Council Rock 
Coalition for Healthy Youth (CRCHY).  If you are interested in attending this free event, please RSVP at 
this LINK.  Registration is encouraged, but not required.  For more information on this and other Raising 
Great Kids programs click HERE, or email swray@creducationfoundation.org.   
 
MANY THANKS to the CREF and CRCHY VOLUNTEERS for their leadership that provides this valuable 
speaker series.  This series ultimately helps all of us as adults do the best we can on behalf of our 
kiddos!   
 
 
District Charity: Make-A-Wish Foundation: 
One of the primary charitable groups that has been established for the 2015-16 school year is the local 
Make-A-Wish Foundation chapter.  Last night at their annual Blue and White Night, CR North presented 
a check to Make-A-Wish for over $3,500.  We honestly can’t thank our students and their adult 
teammates enough for their generosity and selflessness.  I can also tell you as a personal witness that 
the CRN kids had an absolute blast participating in Blue and White Night! 
 
In addition, another recent fundraising effort in the form of a staff Casual Day raised another $3,000 for 
Make-A-Wish.  Collectively here at CR, it is clear that we are making a positive difference in the lives of 
children who are facing difficult circumstances – and it is our most sincere pleasure to help.  We look 
forward to continuing to raise funds for Make-A-Wish through the rest of the school year. 
 
 
Casual Day Tomorrow: Athletes Helping Athletes: 
Tomorrow will be our next district-wide staff casual day, with funds raised being directed toward 
Athletes Helping Athletes.  The mission of this organization is remarkable.  It all started right here in CR 
and continues to flourish in CR, and we should all feel so proud about that!  Again in this instance, it is 
our sincere pleasure as a school district to partner with Athletes Helping Athletes so we may all work 
together to improve the lives of all of our youth.   
 
 
Bucks County Prescription Take Back Day: Saturday, October 17th (related document is attached): 
There are two reasons to safely dispose of prescription and over-the-counter medications that are no 
longer needed or expired.  Rx and over-the-counter drugs are being abused at alarming rates and 
accidental overdoses in young children have resulted in increased emergency room visits.  Another 
consequence of abusing prescription pain killers is a heroin epidemic in Bucks County. Removing these 
drugs from our medicine cabinets reduces access to them, resulting in a reduction of misuse/abuse and 
possible death from overdose.  Also, safe disposal reduces the amount of pharmaceutical drugs in our 
water supply. Do not flush medicines. 
  
Please forward the linked flyer to your friends, family, and colleagues to prevent a possible tragedy, and 
to keep our water supply clean. If possible, post at your place of employment, include in newsletters, 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/anxiety-helping-kids-cope-with-stress-registration-18971460148
http://creducationfoundation.org/what-we-do/raising-great-kids-speaker-series/
mailto:swray@creducationfoundation.org
http://philasv.wish.org/
http://philasv.wish.org/
http://athleteshelpingathletesinc.com/index.php
http://www.crsd.org/cms/lib10/PA01000188/Centricity/Domain/2912/Take%20Back%20Day%20Locations%20Flyer%2010-17-15.pdf
http://www.crsd.org/cms/lib10/PA01000188/Centricity/Domain/2912/Take%20Back%20Day%20Locations%20Flyer%2010-17-15.pdf


bulletins and websites, and social media web pages.  THANK YOU for caring about our youth and 
communities. 

 
 
Sincerely- 
Robert Fraser  
 
Robert J. Fraser, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
Council Rock School District 
215.944.1035 

Twitter: @fraser_robert  
 

 
 

“Success for Every Student, Every Day” 

 

http://www.crsd.org/cms/lib10/PA01000188/Centricity/Domain/2912/Take%20Back%20Day%20Locations%20Flyer%2010-17-15.pdf

